Ash Wednesday Service 2011

Call to Worship:

Prayer: 

I Love You, Lord (Contemporary Song)

#335 Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

The Purpose of Ashes—Scripture 

Meditation time:

#438 Cleanse Me

Confession
Psalm 51

#371 Have Thine Own Way, Lord 

Lent is a Time of Consecration

#379 Take My Life and Let It Be (verses 1, 5 & 6)

Prayer & Benediction:


Consecrating Myself to the Lord
Today is Ash Wednesday, the launching of Lent, the time to focus our hearts on Jesus, His deep love, His journey to the cross, and His death, burial and resurrection. Lent is the time of preparation for Easter, a time of cleansing and focus so that our joy at Christ’s sacrifice for us and His resurrection is magnified. As the first day of Lent, Ash Wednesday is the commencement of a time of seeking God through fellowship with and meditation upon the Lord Jesus. 

Part of this focus is a deliberate choice to consecrate myself (to dedicate or set myself apart for the Lord).  Traditionally, people have done this through forms of self-denial. Many have also attended special church services during this time. 
A simple way to think of my personal consecration is with three words: Addition, Subtraction and Introspection.

Addition: It could be a daily quiet time or a small group Bible study. Some like the idea of being still and listening to Christian music. What is one activity that you will add to your life during this time to allow you to go deeper in your relationship with the Lord? 
Subtraction: What are the things that distract you from God? What are the habits or pleasures, that can serve as triggers to think about God when you deny yourself these things? Think about this and list what you will subtract from your life to help you draw closer to God during this 40-day journey:

Introspection: Use this season to let God show you things in your life that bring Him joy and those things which might grieve Him. Spend time each day reflecting on the day and praying these words from Psalm 139:23-24 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
