Living Worthy of Christ

Pastor Christopher – June 19, 2011
Introduction:
Turning Point in Ephesians
We go from being seated in the heavenlies to walking here on earth.  
From the mountain top of divine vision to the valley of every day living.

We go from focusing on our position in Christ to discovering how Christ wants to live in us!
Up until now the epistle has been glorious declarations, but now there will be commands. Those who have been called to such an exalted place are now commanded to a way of life which is equal with the calling.

Hinge Verse – Ephesians 4:1
“As a prisoner of the Lord, THEN, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.”

Doctrine – What I need to know – Ephesians 1-3

Practice – What I need to do – Ephesians 4-6
Ephesians 4:1-6 – Responsive Reading
I. Paul’s APPEAL
A. Basis – RICHES of Christ
The Spiritual Walk of the Christian is rooted in the Spiritual Wealth of the Christian.
B. Example – PRISONER of Christ
These are not words from an ivory tower scholar. this comes from a hard-nosed realist. A guy who has seen some of the worst people can dish out. Can you imagine Paul’s scars? Five times received forty lashes minus one from the Jews. Three times beaten with rods by the Romans. Once stoned and left for dead. Worked long hours often going without sleep. Three times shipwrecked. Spent a night and a day in the open sea! His advice is worth listening to.
C. Goal – Living WORTHY of Christ’s Calling
"Worthy" (axios) is literally "bringing up the other beam of the scales" and hence indicates equivalence (TDNT, 1:379). …there shall be a balance between profession and practice.
II. Christ-like Relationships
A. Complete HUMILITY – LOW-Mindedness
Tapeinophrosune – humility, lowliness of mind, the esteeming of ourselves as small inasmuch as we are; especially when compared to God
Philippians 2:1-10 Example of Christ – Consider others better than yourself. A choice to have this mind set.
B. MEEKNESS -- Gentleness
MEEKNESS — Not Weakness – Although weakness and meekness may look similar, they are not the same. Weakness is due to negative circumstances, such as lack of strength or lack of courage. But meekness is due to a person’s conscious choice. It is strength and courage under control, coupled with kindness.

Self-suppression for the purpose of serving others. We need to have a spirit that never takes offense and which shows itself in submission to God’s will and gentleness toward men.
Meekness is a willingness to stand and do the will of God regardless of the cost. Meekness is bowing yourself to the will of God.  It is strength that is submitted to God and channeled into service to others.
C. Long Suffering – Be patient…
Makrothumia – a self restraint of the mind toward people before it gives room to action or passion, long suffering, a reluctance to avenge wrongs.

This is the opposite of short-tempered. The old nature is so quick to take offense that we need longer fuses.
D. BEARING Up Against Adversity in Love
Forbearance -- Forbearance is restraint under just provocation with a liberal allowance for the faults and failures of others. It is that mutual and enduring putting up with one another, and making allowances for one another.
The goal of these things is found in verse 3…
III. DILIGENT Unity Keeping
Spoudazo – to use speed, to be prompt or earnest, be diligent

D. Of the Spirit – INTERNAL Not External
E. PEACE – The Binding Ligament
Many slender twigs, bound together, become strong.

God’s ultimate goal and work has been expressed earlier in Ephesians – 

(Eph 1:9-10 NIV)  And He made known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment--to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.
Eph. 2:15b-16:  His purpose was to create in Himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, 

He made us one temple, one family; 
Now He wants us to maintain this work and continue His purposes.
F. FOUNDATIONAL Unity
1. One Body, One Spirit, One Hope
2. One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism
3. One God and Father of All –
Over All, Through All, and In All
Conclusion: -- God’s Commands to Live Worthy
Be Humble
Be Meek
Be Patient
Forbear in Love
The list on the left produces the goal on the right…

If you don’t have the qualities on the left, you will not have the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. You will end up with divisiveness and quarrelling, fighting and unrest, competition and envy.
With these things, you can enjoy unity, teamwork, peace and joy as a church family, as an organization and within your families. 

All of these things demand that we die to ourselves. But when we do, we can see the fruit of God working in us and through us. 
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