Installation Service for Pastor Benjamin Hardee

Youth Pastor/Contemporary Worship Leader

Sunday, November 13, 2011

The purpose of this service is to reaffirm God’s leading in the placement process, to express congregational and pastoral dedication to the call of God and to ministry, and to introduce the new pastoral staff member to the community. 
Welcome, Call to Worship – Psalm 121, Invocation
Introductions – Pastor Christopher
Pastor John Jones of our sister Free Church in Oak Grove, Faith in Christ Fellowship
Pastor Brian Hardee, Senior Pastor of Rock Creek Bible Church in Meriden, KS

How Great Thou Art – Hymn #4
Brief Biographical Sketch of the Pastor – Myrna Soendker
Pastor Benjamin graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Biblical Exposition from Moody Bible Institute (MBI) in Chicago, IL. Moody is a world-renowned school for training pastors and mission​aries. He completed all the pastoral training classes, including preaching and Bible interpretation. He was also a four-year member of the Moody Men’s Choir. 
During his time at MBI, he worked with inner city junior and senior high school and college students at First Evangelical Free Church in Chicago. He was the Youth Director there during the summer of 2009. Additional youth experience includes a ministry apprenticeship at Christ Church in Stone, England, four summers as a camp counselor at Freedom Bible Camp in Chariton, IA, and leading a Sunday morning class for college students while serving as Associate Pastor at the Morning Star Bible Church in Topeka, KS. 

One of the highlights of his life this past year was his wedding to Sarah was on July 29 at the Rock Creek Bible Church in Meriden, KS. His bride grew up in McClouth, KS, and graduated from Calvary Bible College in KC this past May. Sarah is also a musician, loves to sing in choirs and plays the piano. She now serves as the new Youth Activities Director at the Community Christian Center.
Benjamin also studied at the University of Bonn this past year, completing his work on a Master of Arts in Ecumenical Theology in September of 2011. 

A good summary of Pastor Benjamin’s call to ministry was in his personal statement in his résumé, “I love God’s church. I am a pastor’s kid seeking to follow in my father footsteps as we both try to follow in the footsteps of our Lord. I am getting married this summer to beautiful Christian woman named Sarah-Liberty. We are both committed to serving Christ in the local church for the rest of our lives.” He felt called to pastoral ministry even as a young student, accompanying his father on hospital visits and the like. His youth pastor and a woman in the church in Iowa also affirmed God’s call in this direction.

Summary of the Search Process -- Katherine Shroyer
· In October of 2009, our contemporary worship leader, Melanie Jackson, left to serve several ministries in Illinois. At that time we rewrote our job description and posted it at the various seminaries and Bible schools in KC and advertised the position locally.

· Though we received some résumés and had several phone interviews that fall, God did not provide a candidate. 

· In our 2010 Leadership Mini-Retreat, the church leadership laid out several five-year goals. the one that the group was most excited about was working toward a place where we could have a full-time youth pastor at the end of the five years. 

· The Church Council and Spiritual Coordination Council decided that the next logical step, therefore, was to find a part-time youth pastor/contemporary worship leader. 
· The congregation approved this position and a search was begun.
· A search committee has been formed made up of members of the Church Council (Peter Kemp, Rick Stoenner, and Mackenzie Todd), Worship Ministry Team (Linda Riesmeyer and Katherine Shroyer), the Student Ministry Team (Valerie Kemp, Tina Niendick and Rob Riesmeyer) and Pastor Christopher.

· This group rewrote the contemporary worship leader job description to include the youth pastor position and publicized the position locally, in the KC area and through the Free Church Central District.

· An excellent candidate was found through the Central District, Matt Stephens. He interviewed with the search committee, SCC and had a candidating Sunday. Though offered the position, Matt declined and accepted a full-time position in a large church in Nebraska.
· It was back to the drawing board in the fall of 2010. Overcoming disappointment, the search committee regrouped, redrafted the job description and again started publicizing through all the same channels. 

· Two things happened at the start of 2011. The congregation approved the funding for the youth pastor/contemporary worship leader in the annual budget. And our 2011 Leadership Mini-Retreat reaffirmed the goals, especially the part-time pastoral staff position. 
· Pastor Christopher went to personally distribute the publicity materials for the position, meeting face-to-face with the staff at the various seminaries and Bible schools to insure that the position would be well publicized.

· Suddenly, Linda Dorsch got a call from England of all places from a potential candidate! Turns out that his fiancée was attending Calvary Bible College and had forwarded the position information to him. The young man was Benjamin Hardee, a student in a Masters program at the University of Bonn, Germany.
· Through Skype and Google phone, Pastor Christopher began to screen Benjamin to determine if he met our criteria.

· A quick visit to the states allowed a face-to-face meeting between Benjamin and Sarah, Pastor Christopher and Linda, and some key members of the council and search committee.

· It was agreed that all wished to go to the next step of a formal interview and candidating experience when Benjamin would again be in the US for his sister’s wedding in May 2011.
· The Search Committee and Church Council prepared for the meeting by drafting a job agreement if the candidating experience went well. The Spiritual Coordination Council was also prepared to thoroughly interview Ben and see if he matched the character and doctrinal beliefs to serve at St. Luke EFC. Benjamin led worship in the 8 AM service, sang with Sarah in the 10:45 service, taught the youth Sunday school and met with the two committees.
· Both the SCC and the Search Committee believed that Benjamin was a very good fit for our church and had the character and qualifications to be our new youth pastor/contemporary worship leader.  The job agreement was offered on May 22.
· Benjamin did not accept the call to our church at that time. He was focused on completing his masters program and getting married. He was also still evaluating God’s call to ministry, whether it was to a full-time ministry elsewhere or not.
· Pastor Christopher, believing that Benjamin was an excellent fit for our church, maintained communication with him through emails, Skype and a couple of meetings with Sarah and Benjamin after he returned to the states in July.

· Upon completion of his master’s thesis, Benjamin reconsidered our offer. Upon the Lord’s confirmation of our call through finding suitable housing and a job for Sarah at the community Christian Center, he accepted the job agreement and began serving in our early service and teaching Sunday school.
· He fully stepped into his new role as of October 15. It was a long process, and we are thrilled to have him join God’s ministry here at St. Luke EFC!

Church Council President Richard Abdoler – Extending the Call

Feel free to make a couple of comments. Then ask Benjamin to stand as you address the congregation with this affirmation of our call to him.
I hereby certify that Benjamin Hardee has been called to server under the guidance of God through the prayerful deliberations of our church fellowship as prescribed in our church constitution.
Pastor Benjamin stands and responds:

I hereby accept this call because I know it is the call of God for me and my family; and I dedicate myself to faithfully carry out the position of Youth Pastor and Contemporary Worship Leader of St. Luke Evangelical Free Church with the Lord’s help and your prayerful support.

Prayer of Thanksgiving for God’s Provision – Elder Chuck Shroyer
• Recognize God’s love for his church, especially this church

• Thank God for some of the specific ways his hand was seen in this process

• Thank God for this new pastor, and especially the ways he is uniquely suited to care for this flock.
Scripture Reading – 1 Timothy 4:6-15 – 
If you point these things out to the believers, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished on the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you have followed. Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance. That is why we labor and strive, because we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all people, and especially of those who believe.

Command and teach these things. Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you.

Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress.
Charge to the Pastor – Pastor Brian Hardee
Charge to the Congregation – Pastor Christopher
Affirmation of Congregation’s Commitment

I remind you of Hebrews 13:17, which says, “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.” In keeping with your intentions, answer the following questions, “We do.”

· Do you, the people of St. Luke Evangelical Free Church, affirm that you have seen in Benjamin Hardee the character, gifts and calling necessary for a pastor of Christ’s church? We do.

· Do you promise to be submissive to this leader insofar as he is true to God’s Word in teaching and character, and he works in union with your other leaders? We do.
· Do you promise to encourage him in this difficult work through your prayers, and to respond to the Word of God as he brings it to you, knowing that nothing so encourages the heart of a pastor as people who are growing in Christ? We do.
· Do you promise to partner with him in prayer for the youth of this church and those youth in the community who have no church or relationship with Jesus Christ? We do.
· Do you promise to join with Benjamin as you are able in using the talents that God has given you as needed for the ministry of music and worship arts or in working with youth? We do.
Prayer of Installation

SCC members; Church Council President Richard Abdoler; Church Council and Search Committee member MacKenzie Todd; Pastors Christopher, Brian and John; are invited to the platform, as are Benjamin and Sarah. The pastoral couple kneels while the others gather about them and lay hands on them. 
Prayers for the pastor’s personal spiritual growth – John Breckenridge
Prayers for the demands of leadership and handling the Word of God – Alvin?
Prayers for his marriage and family life – Kathryn Potter
Response of Pastor Benjamin Hardee
Amazing Grace – Jim Potter, congregation will join on last verse.
Closing Prayer & Benediction (Jude 24) – Pastor Benjamin
