Message Review:

(
Of the four blessings of being Spirit-filled listed by Pastor Christopher in his message, which are most significant to you and why?




As you consider the barricades to Spirit-filled living, which ones seem to most often block you from being Spirit-filled?




Walking Worthy In Real Life:

Pastor described a “bone of contention” as one issue or one area of you life that you just can’t seem to surrender to God. It could be an area where you don’t really feel disobedient or defiant. Rather it might be something about which you are afraid to trust God. This temptation to fear God and His will for your life is a tool of the Enemy to keep you from letting God have full control over your life. God loves you with a perfect love and knows you with perfect wisdom. He can be trusted in every area of our lives. 
( 
If you had to identify a “bone of contention” between you and the Lord, what would it be?


What is the worst thing that could happen if God was given control of this area and you trusted and obeyed Him it?


Confront your fears or defiance and trust God to work in this area with His grace, love, power and might. 

Living Worthy

Practical Advice from a Man in Chains
Blessings and Barricades 
of Spirit-Filled Living
Pastor Christopher – November 20, 2011
Introduction:

The Hunger Cruise
Ephesians 5:18-21
I. Blessings
A. Spiritual JOY (Ephesians 5:19-20)
B. RELATIONAL Health & CHRISTlikeness (Galatians 5:22-23)
C. UNITY/TEAMwork (Ephesians 5:21; Philippians 2:1-11)
D. Power for SUPERNATURAL Living (Philippians 4:13)
II. Barricades
E. SELF Will/PRIDE
F. Fear of Losing CONTROL
G. BONE of Contention
H. FANTASY Living
Conclusion:

Give Christ the KEYS to Your LIFE

God calls us and commands us to live a supernatural life – that is, to live a life that goes above and beyond our “natural” abilities. Whether it be witnessing, forgiving others, providing ongoing care to someone who is sick or disabled, continuing to work graciously in a pressure situation, extend grace to a difficult family member, etc., there are things in our life that we just don’t seem to have the capacity to do. This is where the Holy Spirit comes in. He can give us the ability to do what is impossible for us to do on our own.

How to Love by Faith
One of these areas is loving our “enemies.” We know we are commanded to love “our neighbors as ourselves.” But we just can’t seem to do it at times. Here is an area where the Holy Spirit can go to work…
( 
According to 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, how important is it that I love others?
God says that nothing else matters. Without love I am a big, noisy zero and nothing else I do will count for anything.
The Greek word for love here is agapé – God’s unconditional love, the purest, deepest kind of love - it is expressed not through mere emotions but as an act of one’s will. Other Greek words for the English word love include, eros which suggests sensual desire (not found in the Bible) and phileos, which is used of friends or relatives - it conveys a sense of loving someone because he is worthy of love. This love comes naturally. But agapé does not. As a choice of the will despite one’s worth, it is best seen in the death of Jesus.
( 
God Loves You with an Unconditional Love: God loves with agapé. His love is not based on performance. God’s love for you is unconditional and undeserved. He loves you in spite of your disobedience, your weakness, your sin and your selfishness. He loves you enough to provide a way to abundant, eternal life. From the cross Christ cried out, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they are doing.” If God loved those who are sinners that much, can you imagine how much He loves you – His child through faith in Christ and who seeks to please Him?
What do we learn of this love in Romans 5:8?
God proved His love in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
( God Commands You to Love! What did Jesus say are the two greatest commands in Matthew 22:37-39?
To love God with all of our heart, mind and soul and to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.
How are these two commands related? How does the first help us to do the second?
When we are rightly related to God, loving Him completely, the second will come more naturally.
( You Cannot Love in Your Own Strength: What are the characteristics of agapé love according to 1 Cor. 13:4-7?
You can read list in the verses…

These do not come naturally with many people to whom we are to show agapé, God’s unconditional love. Just as surely as “those who are in the flesh (the worldly, fleshly person) cannot please God,” so in your own strength you cannot love as you ought. How many times have you resolved to love someone? How often have you tried to manufacture some kind of positive, loving emotion toward another person for whom you felt nothing? It is impossible, isn’t it?.
( You Can Love with God’s Love: When we put our trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, God gives us His love – “God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” (Romans 5:5 ESV) “The fruit of the Spirit is love...” When you are controlled by the Spirit, you can love with God’s love. When Christ comes into your life, God gives you the resources to be a different kind of person. With the command, He also gives you the ability. He provides you with a new kind of love.
( 
You Love by Faith: Everything about the Christian life is based on faith. You love by faith just as you received Christ by faith and just as you live by faith. (2 Cor. 5:7) If you have difficulty in this, remember that Jesus has commanded us to love (John 13:34-35). It is God’s will for you to love. He would not command you to do something that He will not enable you to do. In 1 John 5:14-15, God promises that if you ask anything according to His will, He hears and answers you. Relating this promise to God’s command, you can claim by faith the privilege of loving with His love. God has an unending supply of His divine, supernatural, agapé love for you. It is yours to claim through prayer. Lay before God the person you struggle to love, claim God’s agapé love for that person and follow His leading as you interact. God will work miracles in that relationship as you live surrendered to Him.
To read the original, full Transferable Concept, go to http://crupress.campuscrusadeforchrist.com/green/_assets/resources/How_To_Love_By_Faith.pdf
Exploring the Word:


Fruit of the Spirit	Galatians 22-23


How to Live Supernaturally	Zechariah 4:6


Jesus’ Gift of Holy Spirit	John 14:15-18


Receiving Power from H.S.	Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8
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