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Introduction: 

We need constant reminding that following the Holy Spirit and letting Him be in charge is essential to successfully live the Christian life. Jesus strongly emphasized that He would not leave His disciples as orphans, but would send the Spirit to be with them and IN them. In Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:4-5, He instructed them to wait until He had clothed them with the power of the Holy Spirit.

If this was a huge deal for His followers, who had spent three years working with Him and listening to His teachings day after day, do you think this is important for us?
His influence, his work in all the areas of our lives, can totally change our daily experience. This is true for our homes, marriages, parenting experience and in our workplaces.

If He is that important, then it would be wise for us to look at Him and His ministry before we begin to look at how He impacts these areas. Let’s read together… John 16:5-15
What Does This Passage Tell Us about the Holy Spirit?
1. The Holy Spirit’s coming was to be an ENCOURAGE-MENT to the disciples (and to us) 
John 14:16-17 
“And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you.”
“While no evangelical would deny [the Holy Spirit’s] existence, I'm willing to bet there are millions of churchgoers across America who cannot confidently say they have experienced His presence or action in their lives over the past year. And many of them do not believe they can. The benchmark of success in church services has become more about attendance than the movement of the Holy Spirit. The ‘entertainment’ model of church was largely adopted in the 1980s and '90s, and while it alleviated some of our boredom for a couple of hours a week, it filled our churches with self-focused consumers rather than self-sacrificing servants attuned to the Holy Spirit.” 
Francis Chan, Forgotten God
2. The Holy Spirit comes to CHANGE our LIVES
God’s goal is life transformation, to conform us to the image of His Son.
God’s means to carry this out is the work of the Spirit in our lives.

2 Corinthians 3:18 tells us that the Holy Spirit is the One who transforms us into His likeness with ever-increasing glory!
“We may as well face it: the whole level of spirituality among us is low. We have measured ourselves by ourselves until the incentive to seek higher plateaus in the things of the Spirit is all but gone.... [We] have imitated the world, sought popular favor, manufactured delights to substitute for the joy of the Lord and produced a cheap and synthetic power to substitute for the power of the Holy Ghost.” A. W. Tozer 

3. The Holy Spirit comes to CONVICT and GUIDE
His role is also to tap us on the shoulder and make us aware of sin in our lives, to help us to see the way we should go and the way to avoid going.
4. These passages tells about both the ONENESS and DIFFERING Roles in the Trinity
Oneness within the Trinity:
· The Father will give you “another” Counselor…

Another – “same as” or “different than” Jesus
Another – “same as” Jesus
Differing Roles within the Trinity:
· The Father sends the Holy Spirit

·  Holy Spirit does not speak on His own, but only what Jesus gives Him to reveal.

· Equal, but in submission!

Why Do We NEED the Holy Spirit?
1. Because He is the POWER to live the Christian life

You cannot truly live the supernatural life God has for you without the power of the Holy Spirit. You will only be able to experience that which is in the limit of your abilities.
2. Because you cannot BECOME LIKE Christ without His EMPOWERING help

What Christ-like characteristic do you have the most problem manufacturing in your own strength?
If you were to look over the Fruit of the Spirit, which one is least like you? Which one do you have the most trouble manufacturing day in and out?

These are called the Fruit of the Spirit, because they are the natural outgrowth of the spirit being in control of our lives.


Final reason we need the Holy Spirit is…
3. Because SATAN is determined to keep you from the Spirit’s power
1 Peter 5:8 – Our enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for whom he may devour.

This attack is very deceptive…

“When Satan lies, his arguments are very persuasive.  He bases each one on your actual life experience and states it in terms you will find most appealing.  All of them usually contain some truth or at least possible truth,  …But the net result of each lie is to move you away from God, away from the people of God, away from total commitment to God, and away from serving God.  Each satanic lie argues that it is both reasonable and balanced to live your life for yourself. The mental battle with him is rarely a single encounter but rather a day-in, day-out, wearying dialogue that tends to break us down….He will relentlessly pursue any opening…complete destruction is his goal.”

Dennis McCallum
Living in the Spirit
1. Keep in step with -  staying in line with the Holy Spirit
Galatians 5:25 says, “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” This verse refers to the synchronization of a military march. In order to effectively do this, one must sense where the fellow soldiers are and what they are doing.
I remember watching the cheerleaders at the football games this fall. When they were doing their cheers, they would barely glance out of the corner of their eye to the right and left to make sure that they were on track.

My most impressive experience with this was the time I had a chance to go to New York city with a high school group and we went to Radio City Music Hall and saw the Rockettes. I was mesmerized by them. They moved as one. High kicking, spinning around as a group, marching completely in synch. I stared and stared, just to see if I could catch someone making a mistake. 
God wants us to come to the place where we are totally in synch with the Holy Spirit. We are tuned in. We are watching and listening throughout our days to bring ourselves in live with God.
2. Filled with – give control to the Holy Spirit
Ephesians 5:18 – Daily, let Jesus be in the driver’s seat. Don’t get up out of bed. Get down out of bed – drop on your knees each morning as you begin the day and ask the HS to live His life through you.
3. Do not grieve the Holy Spirit – put to shame the Spirit of Truth

The Holy Spirit is stuck with you. As Jesus explained, He lives in each and every believer FOREVER! 

Are you living in such a way that brings joy or grief to HS?
4. Do not quench the Holy Spirit – throwing cold water on His advice
We need to realize that the Spirit of God will not wrestle with us forever. There comes a point where He just backs off. If we douse Him with the cold water of our self-centeredness, if we freeze him out with our self-will, if we plug our ears and insist on doing things our way, we can turn Him off. We can silence the voice of the Spirit in our lives. 
That is a costly silence. Truly, you never want to go there. You may think you’d like the freedom, but the loss is huge. Huge!

Conclusion
If you want

Spirit-Filled Homes

Spirit-Filled Marriages

Spirit-Filled Parenting

Spirit-Filled Work Places

It All Begins with Being Personally Spirit-Filled 















