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Introduction: 

Contemporary Confusion
There are many caricatures of the Christian point of view regarding the role of husbands and wives. Many will paint the picture of a male-dominated home with the wife “pregnant, barefoot and in the kitchen.” The husband is the king of his castle and the rest of the family are silent subjects, scurrying back and forth to carry out the king’s wishes.

That’s why movies like My Big, Fat, Greek Wedding are so humorous. In one part of the room the father of the bride-to-be is boasting with full voice, “I am the head of the house!” In the other part of the room the women are gathered and they all laugh hilariously whil his wife says, “And the wife is the neck that turns the head,” for they all know how much she controls her husband in reality.

This is also why political pundits went crazy when presidential candidate Michelle Bachmann said that she submits to her husband. There is no understanding of the Biblical teachings about men and women and the husband wife role. 

It all starts with understanding who we are as human beings before our Creator God:

First – Men & Women Together
1. Fellow IMAGE BEARERS 
Genesis 1:26-27
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Each human is created in the image of God. What does this mean? Does God look like us? Thankfully, no. (
But we share certain qualities together:

· Mind
· Emotions
· Will
· Language
· Original creativity
· Personal consciousness
There is an awesomeness to this truth. 
"If everyone were capable of discovering the image of God in their neighbors, do you think we would still need tanks and generals?"~ Mother Teresa
Every human being is endowed by their Creator with unbelievable value and dignity. 
2. Fellow RULERS of Creation 

Genesis 1:28
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Some have taken this as a license to exploit the earth recklessly. Others have swung the other way due to these abuses and claimed that humans are no more than just another part of the ecosystem, another animal, but nothing more.

But this is an undeniable reality – humans have a power to manipulate and change nature in a way no other animal can.

We are each responsible for our own little part of the world to nurture and care for it and to use it for God’s glory and the good of others, including those in the animal kingdom. But we are above and separate in a unique way from all of God’s creatures. 
And, men and women are equal in this role.
Next – Brothers and Sisters in Christ
1. EQUAL RANK in Standing with God 
Galatians 3:26-29 You are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

These verses have caused a revolution in societies everywhere they were taught and understood. God does not recognize the class distinctions that humans use to divide people up from one another. In addition to religious distinctions, socio-economic distinctions and racial distinctions, God pays little attention to gender distinctions.
2. Equal RESPONSIBILITIES in RELATIONSHIPS
Therefore, when it comes to relationships between brothers and sisters in Christ, the same commands or instructions are given to both men and women alike. Both of them are to:
a. TEACH & ADMONISH one another 

Colossians 3:16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.
b. SPEAK TRUTH in love 

Ephesians 4:15, 25
15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into Him who is the Head, that is, Christ.
25Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.
c. Submit to ONE ANOTHER 
Eph. 5:21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
d. Encourage & BUILD UP EACH other
Eph. 4:29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.
Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Finally—Husband & Wife Together
1. PARTNERS in Marriage Covenant, Life & Ministry
Malachi 2:14 the LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.
Acts 18:18-26 Read from my Bible…
1 Corinthians 16:19 Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so does the church that meets at their house.
2. ONE Flesh 
Genesis 2:24 
Matthew 19:5-6

Ephesians 5:31
In Malachi 2:15 it says, “the Lord has made them one, in flesh and spirit they are His.”
Conclusion
The Big Picture – Glorious EQUALITY & UNITY 
Like God Himself!
Like the Trinity!















